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Wayiqra/Leviticus 23:1-4-One of the main arguments posited as opposing Yahweh’s cyclical 

Sabbath begun at Creation is the Theory that Shabbat is lunar due to the fact that it is a Mo’ed 

(an appointed time) and therefore is governed by the Moon/Yareach. In this article, we will 

examine this concept and the foundation of its assertion, and then search the Scriptures to see if 

this is so. In the end, the inevitable conclusion is that Shabbat is indeed NOT a Mo’ed of YHWH 

but is a Miqra Kodesh (Holy Convocation/Assembly) only despite the wishful thinking of the 

few. 

The basis for most Lunar Sabbatarians arguments that the Shabbat is a Mo’ed (an appointed 

time) is based in Wayiqra 23:1-4: 

Wayiqra/Leviticus Chapter 23 

(1) And YHWH spoke unto Moses, saying: (2) Speak unto the children of Israel, 

and say unto them: The appointed seasons of YHWH, which ye shall proclaim to 

be holy convocations, even these are My appointed seasons. (3) Six days shall 

work be done; but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy 

convocation; ye shall do no manner of work; it is a Shabbat unto YHWH in all 

your dwellings. (4) These are the appointed seasons of YHWH, even holy 

convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their appointed season. 

Immediately after YHWH “The appointed seasons of YHWH” in verse 2, YHWH then 

commands us concerning the Sabbath in verse 3. Lunar Sabbatarians thus conclude that the 

Sabbath is a Mo’ed (appointed time). 

Why is this argument so important to the Lunar Reckoning of the Sabbath, because all Mo’adim 

are governed by the Moon and if the Shabbat is indeed a Mo’ed then the Sabbath would 

therefore have to be governed by the Moon. 
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Tehillim/Psalm 104:19 

(19) Who appointed the moon for seasons/(Mo’adim); the sun knows his going 

down. 

The train of thought goes like this if the Sabbath is a Mo’ed and the Moon was created for the 

Sabbath then therefore the Sabbath must be governed by the Moon. 

What is Yahweh saying here? 

To answer this question though we must go back and re-read Wayiqra /Leviticus 23 in Context, 

we will later deal in more depth with the Hebrew terms called Mo’ed, Mo’adim, and Miqra 

Kodesh. 

(1) And YHWH spoke unto Moses, saying: (2) Speak unto the children of Israel, 

and say unto them: The appointed seasons of YHWH, which ye shall proclaim 

to be holy convocations, even these are My appointed seasons. 

(Wayiqra/Leviticus 23:1-2) 

(3) Six days shall work be done; but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn 

rest, a holy convocation; ye shall do no manner of work; it is a Sabbath unto 

YHWH in all your dwellings. (4) These are the appointed seasons of YHWH, 

even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their appointed season. 

(Wayiqra/Leviticus 23:3-4) 

What then follows in Wayiqra/Leviticus 23:5-44 is a list of the Feasts of YHWH 7 appointment 

times in their Seasons. 

1) Pesach (Passover) 

2) Bikkurim (Firstfruits) 

3) Matzot (Feast of Unleavened Bread) 

4) Shavout (Pentecost) 

5) Yom Teruah (Feast of Trumpets) 

6) Yom Kipurim (Day of Atonement) 

7) Sukkoth (Tabernacles) 

Each and every one of these appointed times (Mo’adim) are given a specific lunar Date in the 

lunar month on which they must be celebrated, with the exception of Shavuot. However Shavuot 

is counted from “The Morrow after the Sabbath.” During the Feast of Unleavened Bread which 

in turn is based on a specific date in the lunar month. Therefore even Shavuot is reckoned 

directly by the moon! 
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We base the Mo’adim on the Moon as that is what YHWH meant for us to do based on Psalm 

104 which says: 

Thellim/Psalm 104:19: Who appointed the moon for seasons (Mo’adim); the sun 

knows his going down. 

Therefore if what I am saying is true and the Sabbath is indeed NOT a Mo’ed set by specific 

dates within the lunar month, then why does it appear in Leviticus 23:3, to answer this thought 

we must first look at Leviticus 23:4 and see why it is almost a verbatim repetition of verse 2 of 

Leviticus 23. 

Wayiqra/Leviticus 23:2: Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them: 

The appointed seasons of YHWH, which ye shall proclaim to be holy 

convocations, even these are My appointed seasons. 

Wayiqra/Leviticus 23:3: The Sabbath 

Wayiqra/Leviticus 23:4: These are the appointed seasons of YHWH, even holy 

convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their appointed season. 

Resumptive Repetition 

Why is the Sabbath placed in between two verses that are saying the same exact thing over a 

very short length of time? Is YHWH trying to make a point? 

If YHWH is trying to make a point and He is telling us that the Sabbath is a Mo’ed then why did 

He list the other Mo’adim as well in verse 3? Rather, according to the Lunar Sabbatarian 

argument YHWH listed one Mo’ed and called it a Mo’adim and then said again “These are my 

Mo’adim” and then lists another 6? Follow the logic, it just doesn’t flow right for some reason. 

Let’s proceed further to see if we can see what that reason is according to the Hebrew grammar. 

The reason for this is something called Resumptive Repetition in Hebrew Grammar; the Torah 

uses Resumptive repetition to form a “parenthetic statement.” The easiest way to see how 

Resumptive Repetition is used is to place a statement in parentheses. 

In English we would simply use the parentheses symbols ( ), however in Hebrew we don’t have 

such a symbol. Instead in Hebrew we have Resumptive Repetition. It is used to place a 

statement in parentheses. 

The Torah uses these parenthetic statements when it needs to go on a tangent from the main body 

of thought, in this case the Mo’adim. When the Torah is done with a tangent it then resumes by 

repeating the last statement made before the tangent. 

Resumptive Repetition means to: Repeat what was last said before the interpolation/Parenthetic 

Statement. 

Parenthetic Statement means: An amplifying or explanatory word, phrase, or sentence inserted 

in a passage from which it is usually set off by punctuation. A remark or passage that departs 

from the theme of a discourse. Merriam Webster 
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So when YHWH says: 

(1) And YHWH spoke unto Moses, saying: (2) Speak unto the children of Israel, 

and say unto them: The appointed seasons of YHWH, which ye shall proclaim to 

be holy convocations, even these are My appointed seasons. (3) “Six days shall 

work be done; but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy 

convocation; ye shall do no manner of work; it is a Sabbath unto YHWH in all 

your dwellings.” (4) These are the appointed seasons of YHWH, even holy 

convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their appointed season. 

Wayiqra/Leviticus 23:1-2 YHWH introduces The Appointed times. 

Wayiqra/Leviticus 23: 3 YHWH commands us concerning the Sabbath 

Wayiqra/Leviticus 23:4-44 YHWH introduces The Appointed times. 

Other examples of Resumptive Repetition in Torah, A style of writing 

Beresheeth/Genesis chapters 37-39. Genesis 37:36 and 39:1 repeat the same facts. Thus, all of 

chapter 38 is a tangent and 39:1 declares it to be by resuming 37:36 by repeating it. That’s the 

Torah style to designate chapter 38 as a tangent. The only variation is in Genesis 37:36 where it 

says Midyanite and in 39:1 it says Yishmaelite (Ishmeelite). The reason is that Yishmaelite 

describes a profession and Midyanite a tribe or nationality. Joseph was not sold twice. 

Wayiqra 16:6 and 11 are repetitive statements. Thus, verses 7-10 are a tangent about the 

ceremony for the 2 goats of Yom Kippur. Once the tangent is done the thought resumes by 

repeating verse 6. This is how Paleo Hebrew in Torah would use a parenthetic thought, since it 

has no official parenthesis. Aaron did not slaughter a bull twice. The Torah is merely using 

Resumptive Repition. 

Wayiqra/Leviticus 23:1-4 is a classic example of Resumptive repetition as the commandment to 

keep the Sabbath in verse 3 is a parenthetic statement that has been placed in between two almost 

completely identical verses. As YHWH begins to speak of the Mo’adim in Verses 1-2, He then 

switches over to the Sabbath in a Parenthetic Statement, which is a Holy Miqra 

(convocation/assembly) but not a Mo’ed. Then in verse 4 YHWH repeats Himself by returning 

back to the original chain of thought and repeats Himself verbatim to insure us that He is 

returning to the Original Topic of the Appointed Times/Mo’adim. 

If we recognize the communication style in which the Torah uses Resumptive Repetition to 

create a Parenthetic Statement, we will see clearly that the Sabbath is NOT a Mo’ed/Appointed 

time, but is Rather a Miqra Kodesh/Holy Convocation between YHWH and His people Yisrael. 

Close- Yochanan/John 7:14. You can see the clear discussion of Yahshua (Jesus) talking to the 

Prushim (Pharisees) in the MIDDLE of Sukkoth/Feast of Tabernacles, which means it cannot be 

on either the 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd or 29th of the month, all the days that Lunar Shabbat’ers insist 

that the Shabbat can ONLY be. We as students of the word only need to find ONE case where 

the weekly Shabbat hits on another day to kill this heresy and here is where it is. 

http://abdicate.net/blog/?p=188
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Yochanan/John 7:23. The Greek text does not show the grammar aspect clearly. In Greek the 

active participle form of “do” (poeio) does not demand an event in the immediate past that 

unfolds into the present. As a result, when it is pointed out to Lunar Shabbaters’ that Yahshua 

(Jesus) says He DID one miracle on Shabbat in the middle of Sukkoth/Tabernacles, they shrug it 

off saying that it could have been months earlier. Well guess what? The Aramaic active 

participle form ONLY APPLIES TO THE IMMEDIATE PAST UNFOLDIING INTO THE 

PRESENT, which means that weekly Shabbat where Yahshua (Jesus) did the miracle had to be 

outside the Lunar Shabbat system, in the middle of Sukkoth between the 15th and 22! 

From Aramaic Scholar Andrew Gabriel Roth 

Basically I have noticed the way the word “Shabbat” is used in terms of the seventh” day but 

how set apart days (Yom Kippur) are also called Shabbats because they are days of rest. Now 

don’t get me wrong--you know I clearly designate weekly Shabbats from annual ones but this 

relates to mo’adim in the sense that its definition is also dual in nature. The primary being for the 

chagiim (festivals) and the secondary for the weekly Shabbat. So, it’s not so much that Shabbat 

is not a mo’adim. The Shabbat is not THAT KIND of mo’adim. 

To my mind, any day commanded by YHWH and set apart by YHWH IN ANY WAY is 

mo’adim but the question is HOW is it set apart. 

In Genesis 1:14 it says that BOTH the sun and the moon set the times. 

Technically also, the moon is not even a light (lights in the sky could be other stars) but the 

moon reflects light from the sun. So this means to me that method one of setting apart--linking it 

to a day of the month (“These are the mo’adim that YOU [shepherds of Yisrael] will proclaim.”) 

is by defacto intercalculation and seeing barley as a secondary (but not deciding) factor in setting 

the year’s start. Also noting that Genesis 1:14 again does NOT say the moon sets the week--if it 

is even referring to the moon that is. It says DAYS, MONTHS AND YEARS. That means the 

week is separate from this consideration and therefore, so is Shabbat. 

Now the other way to turn a day into a mo’adim is to set what I call an absolute occasion. 

Unfortunately, Shabbat is the only example of this, so I can be accused of circular reasoning 

here. On the other hand, Torah speaks for me. It never says that YHWH waited until this or that 

cycle of the moon to rest or a given month to rest. Obviously YHWH did rest at a particular time 

but if we were meant to know this, don’t you think the Scripture would say “And YHWH rested 

on the 24th day of Elul so that every 7 days from then we should rest as well”???? The fact that it 

does NOT say this (or words to that effect) proves that the Shabbat is set apart as simply 7 days 

from absolute reckoning ONLY BY YHWH of when HE rested. 

So, again, I would not say Shabbat is not a mo’adim but rather that Shabbat is a separate kind 

unlike the way we usually study the term. 

 


